Does inflammation in an autoimmune disease differ from inflammation in neurodegenerative diseases? Possible implications for therapy.
Accumulating evidence suggests that neurodegenerative diseases of the central nervous system (CNS) are associated with a local inflammatory response. CNS autoimmune diseases are also associated with inflammation. Does this mean that all neurodegenerative diseases are autoimmune in nature? Does it imply that autoimmune and neurodegenerative diseases are both eligible for the same therapy? What distinguishes between the two types of disease? Do they differ both in etiology and in pathology, or do they have different etiologies but similar pathology and progression? In this minireview we offer a new view of the inflammatory differences between neurodegenerative and autoimmune diseases in the CNS and discuss the implications for therapy.